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New York Openings This Week 


Room Service-Playhouse 4/6/53 Bernard Hart and Don Hershey,in associa tion with 
John Murray present revival of John Murray-Allen Borets comedy hit of 1957. Ever- 
ett Sloane, Bartlett Robison,Stanley Prager head company directed by Mortimer Offner. 


Current Theatre Reviews 


Horses in Midstream- Royale 4/2/53-4/4/53. Andrew Rosenthal, an American play- 
wright who had had great success in London,flopped in his American debut. 1 Pro 
notice from daily critics,and 4 performances are 21] the play presented by Gil- 
bert Miller and Donald Oenslager survived. Production was considered tops by 
all,with Lili Darvas,Cedric Hardwicke,Diana Lynn and Carol Goodner sharing praises. 
Setting by co-producer Oenslager also highly rated. General opinion of soript was 
that it was urbane,but on the placid side. Hawkins,World Telegram & Sun,was sole 
daily critic to recommend play. Iwo elements which make it interesting,both pec- 
uliarly sophisti cated,were noted. Play's characters engage in crisscrossing of 
Opinions that make for web of conflict,he noted,yet each ms perfectly reasonable 
argument which suits him. Comedy's objective manner is also distinctive, Hawkins 
felt,for characters experience shatterirg threats to their beliefs without indul- 
ging in heroics or tears. Rest thought play failed for a variety of reasons.Funke, 
Times,blamed lack of clear end direct point of view in play about life on Elba. 
Herald Tribune, News,and Mirror aisle sitters agreed that comedy was thin,while 
idea failed to mterialize. McClain,Journal American,credited author with writing 
the first draft of a good play. Watts, Post, highlighted warm and lovely performance 
by Diana Lynn in play which is only intermittently alive. 


Out of Town Tryouts 


The Pink Elephant,new comedy by John G Fuller, needs plenty of work before a 
Broadway try, tradepaper critics in New Haven suggested. Featuring Steve Allen 
and Howard Smith ,show is directed by Harry Ellerbe. Bone,Variety,okayed Srd act, 
but noted script wears itself out getting started. Golly,Sillboard, thought show 
might have a ohence for a moderated success,based strictly on topical appeal. 
Title refers to possible left wingers in GOP. Opens in NYC April 15. 


London Report 


First London show Atkinson, Times,covered was Vi.j1s of the Moon, N.C. Hunter's 
civilized piece of British drama which celebrate: ud bi cchday in West End 
this week. Starring Edith Evans, Sybil Thorndik»> and “eriy Hiller, WY Critic noted 
that literate,uninspired drama provides cniertaining evening of theatre because 
of its fine actinge Americans,he concludes,are enti*?’isd to look with envy on a 
theatre center like London that can keep such a mild, though intelligent,play with 
such an extravagant cast going for 2 years. 


Hits Revisited 


Nearing its 1000th performance, Guys and Dolls has retained its breezy pace, 
rowdy, ingratiating charm,raves 4 replacements Norward Smith, Iva 
Withers,Julie Oshins,and Susan Hight a-l contribute enjoyable performances .Sni th 
was considered an improvement on Robert Alda in singing and dancing departments. 
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' Off Broadway ' 


Summer and Smoke extended again at 
Circle in Square. Production is now 
due to run through April 19,with The 
Grass Harp opening April 28...Surprise 
Package, new musical by Tom Hill,Don- 
ald Stuart and Frances Siffer opened 

at Originals Only, playing week ends 
-seActors Equity has agreed to under- 
right half budget for coming year of 
Equity Library Theatre..."Three Chap- 
ters", 3 new one act plays , presented 
at Provincetown Repertory Companyeee 
Norris Houg kton directed,Russell Col- 
lins starred in tryout of Days of Grace, 
newpley by Ab xander Federoff, staged 

by New Dramatists Workshop at Palm 
Gardens..eeVinette Carroll presented 1 
woman show April 6 at Circle in Square. 
The Trojan Women presented April 5 at 
Community Church as joint benefit for 
Church and Actors Fund,staged by Mary 
Morris,starring Marian Seldes. 


First pley written especially for. 

arena stage, Around Vie Go, by Robert 
Downing,opens at Houston, Texas, Play- 
House April 8. 


Touring Company protiuc tion 
of Which Way Is Home opened for 1 month 
run April 4 at Theatre De Lyss Producers 
Peg Murray and Lisabeth Bleke impressed 
Rice, Post,at an interview as being the 
most sincere and earnest theatre duet 
NY has meet in a long time. Group has 
been touring since 1947 with company 


of 22,eand will cover 30 states in 22 
weeks after NY visit. 


Equity Library production of Within 
These Gates panned by Vene,Varie ty,while 
it was found very well done by Hawkins, 
WT&SeFormer blamed heavy handed, unima- 
ginative production,with cast effective 
50% of times Latter compared O Casey 
play with current Willieams' Camino Real 
as being more poetic than new show. 


' Vaudeville '* 


Radio City Music Hall annual Easter 
show highly recommended by Francis,Biil 
Board and Herm,Variety.Glory of Easter 
in 2lst year is tops in field,while revue 
okayed as perfect tie in... 


' Theatre Record Briefs ' 


Two recent Shakespearean records 
panned by Edman,Saturday Review.RCA 
Victor Hamlet with John Gielgud, Pam- 
ela Brown and Dorothy Maguire only 
of interest because of first named. 
Recorded from "Theatre Guild of Air" 
radio broadcast,script was cut too 
muche Poetry Records "16 Sonnets of 
Shakespeare” with David Allen was 
called near perfect example of how 
not to record or recite poetry. 


"Fair" is how Gros,Variety, and 
Watt,New Yorker rate Victor orig- 
inal cast album of Hazel Flagg.Var- 
iety mugg did find a few moments 
when it is brash and gay,but for most 
part the overall impressionion is 
an unimaginative job. Watt admitted 
score is no world beater,but it does 

have lively Broadway air that mus- 
ical shows had before Rodgers & Ham- 
merstein came along and drew atten~ 
tion to the quality of the songs them- 
selves. 


Wonder ul Town original cast album 
made by Decca billed as best of year 
by Watt, Bagar, WT&S,agrees. 
Music has vividness and twmeful fresh- 
ness,ballet sequence being a capital 
piece of writing for stage,he raved. 
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* LA Drama Notes ' 


Carnival in Flanders opens pre-Broad- 
way run July 6 a ilharmonic Au d- 
itorium,Dolores Gray,William Gaxton and 
John Raitt starred..eMaurice Schwartz 
opened 2nd play of season at Civic 
Playhouse Hard to be a Jew,April 2 for 
4 weeks.eeFoint of No eturn with Hen- 
ry Fonda opens at Biltmore May 4..elove 


and Confusion,new comedy by LA little 


theatre producer William Jarvis,enjoyed 
by Hildetrand, Examiner at Playhouse in 
Sherman Oaks where it is playing week- 
ends.Clarence Straight and Kay Michael 
head fine cast... Pardon My Ph.D.,Chap- 
man College musical,makes wholesome , 
lively fun with a dash of spice,notes 
Von Blon, Timess« 


DIGEST SERVICES 


Comprehensive reports on any back, 


current title prepared at reasonable 
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' Green Room Department '* 


READING REVIEWS... Theatre fars want to know something about the play,whether it 
is good or bad and whether it is worth making an effort to see,"Stage" reminds. 
But all too often the reader is disappointed by what he finds in the paper.Eng- 
lish trade-apver feels. Either the fan discovers the critic has written a news- 
story of what has gone on onstage, or he has gone to the other extreme of us- 
ing tho play as an excuse to pirade his wit in a delightfully written essay. 
From the latter it is impossibie to deduce whether the critic enjoyed himself 
or note 


COLUMN TIFS...Chief charge against Jenny Hecht ,hears Winchell,was simply that she 
bit fellow cast member Mark Stevens...17 of 59 on first night press list have 
returned to see Camino Real,reports Walker...Enough material has been cut out 


of Can~Can during rchiladelphia tryout to provide sequel called Son of Can-Can 
quips Variety. 


"TOWN" DIS PUTE...Robert Fryer, Wonderful Town producer,answered Elmer Rice's charges 
that cancellation of Aprii 8 performance was in violation of civil rights laws. 
Statement noted that if he had known seats had been sold to group which he be 

_ lieves to be un-American, ho would not have sold them for purposes of raising 
funds for propaganda purposes. McCord,Herald Tribune, learned that Fryer tried 
to schedule special performance for another group which had bought tickets for 
same night as "National Guardian" group,but was ureuccessful. Vat te, Post,doubts 
if “National Guardian" is anything more than a curiously ineffectual and little 
noticed publication. Real danger ,as oritic sees it,is that thought of violate 
ton of civil rights could have evidenced. 
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CRITICAL THOUGHIS...After suffering through evening at City Center near 2 musio 
critics who kept using their little pocket flashlights to hunt up items in 
programs, Chapman,News,is for banning music colleagues from the theatresee 
Wonderful Town, Picnic, Love of 4 Colonels will win Critics Awards, predicts 
Morehouse truce of theatre people and NYC critics shouldn't tull 
any reviewer into false belief that theatre folks really love him,warns Viatts, 
Post. 


ADD HECHT CASE...eActors Equity characterized as "erroneous" recent statements by 
Ben Hecht charging union with improper handling of case involving his daughter. 
No charges are pending,and girl who left Mid Summer is free to accept any em- 
ployment. Union noted that Jenny Hecht left cast at mother's request. Hecht 
told Sobol, Journal American,that parents demanded cast stop tormenting deaugh- 
ter or they would withdraw her. Case now stands with Hecht demanding complete 
retraction from union. 


NYC Theatre News 


NY Drama Critios Circle meets April 14 at Hotel Algonquin to vote on season's 
best American play,foreign play,and musical..s."Tony" awards presented to Wonder- 
Ful Town, Shirley Booth,Arthur Miller,and 13 others..».sANTA Forum April 9 to dis 
cuss “Is Theatre Too Daring,or not Daring Mnough"...Armed Forces Theatre Tickets 
at Sloane House,356 West 34th St,NYC, provides tickets at bx office prices at 
last minute for men in uniform.:eRichard Whorf directing new material for Hazel 
Flagg-.eRichard France subbing for Harold Lan;, bal Joey...Elliott Nugent ,»who 
became ill at Lambs,taken to Bellevue Hospital for observation.. William Brandt 
offers any of his 42nd st theatres for legit,reports Zolotow, Times.Fost war Ger 
Men theatrical designs shown at Columbia University Low Library. 
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t Critics Choice of Current Shows ' 


SPSS SS BS SS GALS 


Critics Choice summarizes the views of 50 NYC & LA daily,weekly,trade jour- 
nal and broadcast critics on current Broadway shows under headings “Raves” "Mixed" 
and "Cons." Data after name gives number of pro and cons from daily papers only. 
“Pro” means critic recommends show for an entertaining or stimulating evening in 
the theatre,not if he thinks it will be a commercial success. 


RAVES 
——~—“Beatrice Lillie 7 Pro-10/2/52: Porgy & Bess 7 pro 3/3/65 
Dial M for Murder7 Pro-10/29/52 South Pacfic 7 pro 4/7/49 
Guys & Dolls 7 Pro-11/24/50 Wonderful Town 7 pro 2/25/53 
Hazel Flagg 7 pro- + bey 53 Seven Year Itch 7 pro 11/20/52 
‘ King and I 7 pro 3/29/52 
Qn Borrowed Time 7 pro 2/10/53 Picnic- 6 Pro,Con-H. Tribune 2/9/53 
Mid-Summer 7 pro 1/2/63 += Crucible 6 pro,Con-H. Tribune 1/22/53 
Pal Joey 7 pro 3/3/62 Children's Hour 6 pro,Con-News 12/18/52 
MIXED 
John Browm's Body- 5 pro,Con Post,J. American 2/14/58 
Fif th Season 5 pro, Con, He Tribune, Post Ye 53 
Four poster 5 pro,Con-!!. Tribune, Post 10/24/51 
My 3 Angels 4 pro,Con- Times, H Tribune, Post — 
Time of Cuckoo 4 pro,Con- H. Tribune, Mirror, Post 10/15/52 
Love of 4 Colonels 5 pro,Con- Times, News. 1/15/53 
CONs 
Camino Real 3 pro,Con= H.Trib,News, Post,J. American 3/19/53 


ish You Were Here 1 pro,Con- Times, Tribwne, Mirror, Post,J -AmeWT&S 06/25/52 


* Last Words by TM !* 


Horses in Midstream swift folding 
after 4 performances just one more ex- 
ample where PEOPLE not critics closed 
a showeBecause too few theatre fans 
were interested enough to see if they 
agreed or disagreed with the drama 
critios, the play didn't have a chance. 
One could very easily build up a case 
proving that drama reviews are written 
for those who aren't theatre fans. The 
fan should be so interested in theatre, 
economics not withstanding, that he sh- 
ould know what the critics say,and then 
go to the show to make up his own mind. 


Whatever happered to the idea expres- 
sed several years ago in a "New Yorker" 
essay suggesting critics provide free 
service of testing prospective play 
titles against bad puns in review heed- 
lines? 


After several rather hectic months 
of experimenting with diverse contents, 
formats,speedy delivery methods,etc,CD 
has settled on the present format and 
contents as the best way to serve its 
subscribers. 


Survey of subscribers revealed that 
the majority are most interested in NY 
& LA theatre coverage. Thus the other 
entertainmnt fields will be dropped 
for the time being. 


Theatre gripes,interviews ,diges ts 
of past hits will be resumed as reg- 
ular summer featurese This in addit- 
ion to usual summer coverage of shows 
and tryoutse 


CD +: sreciates the interest and 
patience of its subsoribers- during 
this period. ThanksSs 
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